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Shalom Haveirim (Blessings to you, my friends) 
 
As the holiday season is upon us, I pray for you to be prosperous and at peace 
even as your souls prosper and find rest in Adonai alone. May you find time and 
places to pray and to express your gratitude to our Father and King.  May you 
shine as His Ambassador amidst a frantic and dark world. 
 
October turned out for me, to be a staggeringly busy time. In fact, I didn’t spend a 
weekend at home until the second week in November. I’m looking to find the 
holiday season more restful, despite that everything all around us begins to swirl 
faster and faster. 
 
We are in this world, but we are not of this world.  We all deal with the same 
traffic and stock market news and gas prices as everyone else. We are in this 
world, but its affects on us are less than our affects on the other people around 
us. We bring to the world the aroma of Salvation. 
 

Workplace Witnessing 
 
I wanted to share a picture of my wife, Diane, at 
her art school in order to illustrate being in the 
world, and how with mindfulness and His grace we 
can be a light to others. At the school, she is 
squarely in the world. It’s not as if it is a bad place- 
it might be like the place where you work, too, 
“nice” people, but it’s not like its Sunday school, 
either.  The people don’t pretend to know the Lord, 
don’t talk church talk or what we affectionately call 
“christianese” or pretend to have morals based on 
anything other than their own desires and whims.  
 
From what Diane has told me, the majority of 
people there would not go out of their way to be 
hurtful, but they can wield a mean innuendo and 
have a lot of practice slicing with their tongues. 
There’s a little more loose talk and liberal spirit expressed than in some other 
settings.   
 
Last year one of the students was a very sincere Christian psychologist. This 
dear woman decided in order to be a good witness she would confront head on 
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the gods of this world and the people who harbored 
them. Well, that tactic not only didn’t win her any 
friends (except Diane), but it also quickly alienated 
her from the entire group. Worse, she became the 
butt of many jokes and her opinions, though very well 
thought out and biblically sound, were marginalized. 
She dropped out of school completely this year. 
 
Diane, however, decided to apply what she learned at 
the Billy Graham School of Evangelism. Being a 
pastor’s wife, she didn’t have too much opportunity to practice with unsaved 
people while in the congregation. Her job at J.C. Penny’s did prove to be a good 
training ground, and she had some success there, demonstrating and sharing the 
love of Jesus with a few co-workers.   
 
Therefore, when our Abba opened up the opportunity for Diane to go to art 
school her preparation and anticipation were in high gear. Diane had always 
wanted to be an artist, but when she was growing up, it was far more acceptable 
and practical to become a “teacher” rather than an artist.  
 
Now Diane does plan to teach art, but primarily she wants to do fine art. She 
wants to paint like the old masters.  Her emphasis will be on classical realism, 
not modern art, not cubism or expressionism. One of the best schools in the 
entire country for classical realism and old masters techniques is the Schuler 
School of Fine Art located right here in Baltimore. 
 
With the Lord making a way, Diane has become a full time student and a light in 
a dark world. She has chosen not to preach, but to only answer the questions 
that she is asked. Moreover, as the year has progressed there have been a great 
number of questions, which she has answered with Biblical truth and wisdom. 
She also works very, very hard at her profession. That too is a witness. 
 
“We are not to be conformed to the world: but are to be transformed by the 
renewing of our minds so that we can prove what is the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God! “ (Romans 12:2) 
 
Please join us in prayer that Diane will be a success and have more and more 
opportunities to share the love of Yeshua with the other students and faculty. Her 
next showing is part of the school show in early December. 

 
Update on Trip to Israel 

I wanted to explain to you, my dear friends why we have had so many stops and 
starts with our latest plans to lead a group to Israel.   
 
 As you know, our trips to Israel are more than just tours of the Holy sites. Not 
that we miss many of the important Biblical sites, because we don’t- its just that 
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our trips are more- we want to walk where Yeshua walked and also to walk 
where He is walking now. That means we not only include precious Biblical 
places like the Mount of the Beatitudes, the synagogue in Capernaum, Mikveh in 
the Jordan River, the Garden Tomb and many others, BUT, we also include 
visiting where He is walking now, with the special ministries of Tikkun emissaries 
in the Land. We want to see the missions’ works, which are bearing fruit, today! 
 
That means there is a lot of coordination between here and there which must 
take place. In addition, we want to fly El Al, the Israeli Airline, and deal with 
Believers both in the U.S. and in Israel as we plan our itinerary, and secure 
guides and bus drivers. 
 
This year we had begun to make plans to be in the Land by the Fall Feasts of 
2008. Just as we were getting things worked out, we found out that our dear 
brother in the Lord, Eitan Shishkoff of Tents of Mercy in Haifa, was planning a 
Conference for around the same time.  
 
While some people urged me to go ahead with our plans, covenant loyalty and 
esteem for our brother trumped anything else, so we postponed our plans and in 
fact urged our people who could, to go over and be with Eitan. 

 
New Time-Group Tour 

We will be going to Israel as a group in 2009 – I hope to go over to be with my 
friends in 2008. So please save your shekels, and pray and let’s see if you can 
join me in 2009, the Lord willing. 
 

CD Mailing Update 
Also regarding our project to bring a special High Holiday message to the 
Orthodox community here in Baltimore (Pikesville and Owings Mills), at this time 
we have yet to receive the finances necessary to reach every Orthodox Jewish 
household in these ZIP codes. Please continue to pray. It’s really something, 
which has to happen. 
 
One of the reasons I was so busy in October has to do with the work I have been 
doing for The Salvation Army. I spent a week in Atlanta, and was in intensive 
training – learning about what is new in raising Planned Gifts. I was honored at 
the banquet to be presented an award for having raised $12.5 million for The 
Salvation Army. That is a lot of money and obviously is something that only Abba 
enables me to do. 
 
One day you and I together will raise even more than that for Believers in the 
Land of Israel- nu? 
 

Messianic Minutes News 
Messianic Minutes, now in its 14th season has exciting news for all of you who do 
not live in an area served by the radio broadcast. You can log on to 
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www.messianicminutes.com and listen to archived shows. New shows usually 
become available about a week after being broadcast. 
 
Also, speaking of Messianic Minutes, Jeffrey D. Miller and I have once again 
been nominated for the National Religious Broadcasters, “Best Teaching Show 
on Radio Award”. 
 
Again, we ask for your prayers, as no Messianic program has received that 
honor. The results are announced at the National Religious Broadcasters 
Convention in Nashville in February. 
 
In our next newsletter I’ll tell you about my November weekend with the Aglow 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Gathering, my meeting with the International Aglow 
President, Jane Hansen, the move of The Holy Spirit, and the leadership of our 
friend Nancy McGuirk, the Aglow Mid-Atlantic Regional Director. For now, I just 
want to encourage you and bless you. 
 
Your reading this newsletter is so very special, and you are so important to me, 
and to the Kingdom. I count it a privilege to communicate with you, and hopefully 
to exhort you this season not to be troubled in your hearts, but to trust Yeshua. 
My prayer is that you will not be sucked into the world, but that you’ll shine 
brightly as representatives of Jesus. We are representatives of His love, His 
peace, and His joy, in the midst of a very hectic season. 
 
Bless you and Shalom 
 
 
Ted    
      
P.S.  The holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas propel us, without being aware 
of it, right up to the end of the current year and we blink and wonder how 
December 31 got here so fast.  The flurry of activity can be blamed when end of 
the year things are overlooked.   
 
Some people like to increase their giving to non-profit organizations for various 
reasons before December 31.  We want to encourage you to consider Favor 
Zion Ministries  as part of your year-end giving this year. It may be the first time 
you have contributed, or your gift may be beyond your monthly pledge. The 
money you send on our behalf to TIKKUN International Ministries will go toward 
reaching people who need encouragement with the gospel message, and to 
others who have not realized this message is for them.  Your financial gift will 
enable Messianic Believers to share the joy of surrendering their lives to Yeshua 
and then to be disciplined in the faith.  
                                     


